iven the constant, 24/7 clamoring of electionrelated news this year, it's hard to explain how little attention is being paid to the topic that will likely take over the airwaves once the presidential election actually takes placethe flaws that remain in our largely electronic voting systems. As journalist Laurie Rowell points in this issue's cover story, "Down For the Count?," it has been four years since ACM, the non-profit educational society that publishes this magazine, issued objective, non-partisan policy recommendations delineating the many shortcomings and failures of today's digital voting systems. Little has changed since then. Battleground states Florida and Ohio stand among many trying to back away from touch-screen voting machines, but what alternatives are available to them? The truth is that optical scanner systems, with a paper trail or without, are as easily hacked as touch-screen machines.
